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1. COVID-19 Service update 
 
1.1 Despite the ending of legal restrictions, a number of the COVID-secure 
systems and procedures implemented across Norfolk Museums Service 
(NMS) sites during the pandemic remain in place, with a focus on keeping 
staff and visitors safe through minimising any risk of transmission. Sites 
continue to provide hand sanitiser stations and directional signage. The 
wearing of face coverings is now optional and visitors are requested to follow 
“respectful distancing”. The pre-booking of tickets is no longer a requirement, 
but remains an option. Site capacity limits have largely reverted to pre-
pandemic levels.  
 
1.2 In terms of the COVID-19 procedures and systems that remain in place 
across NMS sites, the priorities remain:  

• Ventilation – maintaining existing ventilation arrangements to 
maximise fresh air flow including supplementary air purifiers and CO2 
monitors at relevant sites  
• Cleaning regimes – maintaining enhanced cleaning arrangements 
including toilets and regular touch points  
• Hand sanitisation – maintaining existing sanitiser stations and 
encouraging regular hand sanitisation/hand washing. Additional hand 
sanitiser stations have been introduced where required e.g. near 
interactives.  

 
1.3 To facilitate increased levels of use of museum spaces by visitors, staff 
and volunteers, CO2 monitors provided through Norfolk County Council have 
been introduced into a number of rooms and spaces across NMS where there 
is more limited natural/mechanical ventilation. These CO2 detectors can be 
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monitored locally by staff using these spaces and they also link into the 
LoRaWAN network, facilitating the use of monitoring dashboards to track live 
data and trends. The use of CO2 monitors has enabled a number of spaces to 
be brought back into use by staff and volunteers and increased capacity for 
schools and other visitors  
 
1.4 Throughout the period of the pandemic, NMS staff developed a broad 
range of digital resources to support audiences, including resources for 
children and families. Digital engagement included a significant expansion of 
social media activity. A number of these digital resources are now being 
repurposed to support a hybrid offer e.g. enhanced schools resources.  
 
1.5 In line with NCC practice at office hubs, non-frontline NMS staff have been 
able to return to the workplace. NMS has also implemented NCC Smarter 
Working principles across teams, which identify patterns of home and office-
based working on a team and individual staff member level.  
 
1.6 Volunteering has recommenced across NMS sites. Outdoor volunteering 
commenced earlier in the pandemic. Since Easter 2022 a phased resumption 
of indoor volunteering has been facilitated 

 
 

2 Building Works at former King’s Head pub, next door to the Ancient 
House 

 
Building works at the former King’s Head pub, a listed building next door to 
the Ancient House, caused disruption to the museum last winter.  The King’s 
Head still remains covered in scaffolding following the involvement of 
Breckland Council and the Health and Safety Executive. 
 
There is currently consultation with neighbours, including Ancient House, for 
planning permission and listed building consent for the development of the 
former King’s Head for housing. 

 
 

3 Exhibitions and associated events 
 
3.1 Princess Catherine Duleep Singh  
The Museum has marked the 150th birth anniversary of Princess Catherine 
Duleep Singh, second daughter of the Maharajah Duleep Singh with an 
exhibition in the Hall of the Ancient House. The display has been undertaken 
in partnership with Peter Bance, historian and collector with the Anglo-Punjab 
Heritage Foundation. The exhibition features a newly commissioned portrait of 
Princess Catherine by leading contemporary artist Amandeep Singh, also 
known as Inkquisitive. Also on display are artefacts associated with Princess 
Catherine and pull up banners telling her story including her work 
championing rights for women and helping refugees escape from Nazi  
Germany. The exhibition will now continue until 10 July 2022.  
 



The TV programme Antiques Road Trip filmed an interview with Peter Bance 
at the Museum in March to talk about Princess Catherine. 
 
3.2 Thetford Treasure (22 July 2021 – 10 July 2022) 
The current exhibition at Ancient House in the Changing Displays room is The 
Thetford Treasure.  The display features 11 items from the late Roman hoard 
of inscribed and decorated silver spoons and gold jewellery including the well-
known gold belt buckle decorated by the figure of a dancing satyr, a Roman 
mythical creature. The original objects were returned safely to the British 
Museum in early May. Their place has been taken by the museum’s replicas 
of the originals, carefully labelled. The replicas were made for permanent 
display in Thetford as a result of the Thetford Treasure Replica Appeal, led by 
then mayor of Thetford Mike Edmond. The original artefacts from the 
Hockwold Hoard of glass, pewter and copper alloy finds from the Roman 
temple site will continue on display until July. The Norfolk Museums Service is 
grateful to the Trustees of the British Museum for the loan of the Thetford 
Treasure. 
 

 
Roman glass from the hoard from Hockwold on display at Ancient House until early July 
 
3.3 Brecks River and Fen Edge landscape project.   
The Ancient House is part of the National Lottery Heritage Fund-funded 
Brecks River and Fen Edge (BFER) landscape project. The Scheme won a 
£2m National Lottery Heritage Fund grant as part of the proposal for a £3.5m 
landscape conservation scheme.  The project is engaging local communities, 
schools and like-minded organisations to understand, reveal, celebrate and 
protect the lost heritage of the Brecks’ Fen Edge & Rivers over the next 5 
years.  The Ancient House Museum will receive funding as a partner 
organisation to produce exhibitions and activities in 2022 and 2023 on the 
themes of Vikings and Riverside Heritage.   
 



The Vikings exhibition will be part of the ‘River Raiders’ strand.  Museum staff 
are working with the team at BFER and Dr Richard Hoggett to curate the 
exhibition.  The project is involving members of the Teenage History Club in 
choosing artefacts and themes for display as ‘community curators’.  The 
exhibition will include material from the 8th century high status site at Staunch 
Meadow, Brandon, the Viking Burial finds from Santon, on loan from the 
British Museum as well as a number of finds from Thetford and area as shown 
at Norwich Castle at their recent Vikings exhibition. 
 

 
Archaeological reconstruction picture by Alan Sorrell of Thetford 1000 years ago.  The original 
artwork will be on display as part of the forthcoming Vikings exhibition at Ancient House 
 
 
3.4 Duleep Singh Gallery National Lottery Heritage Fund Application  
The team at the Ancient House is proposing to apply to the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund to create new displays at the museum to make more of the 
unusual connections between the Museum and the Maharajah Duleep Singh 
and his family.  We plan to submit a project enquiry form to the NLHF as a first 
step.  The following text comes from the draft enquiry form: 
 
“We plan to work with young people and others to update and improve 
interpretation at Ancient House, Museum of Thetford Life. We want to tell the 
stories of Maharajah Duleep Singh and family for modern audiences. They 
were the last royal family of Punjab and were associated with Norfolk for 
almost a century. Prince Frederick Duleep Singh was the museum's 
benefactor. He generously bought and gave Ancient House to be a public 
museum, a unique example of a UK museum foundation. The Museum's 
100th anniversary falls in December 2024, an excellent moment to celebrate 



the Duleep Singhs' contributions. Over the last 5 years we have worked 
closely with partners including Essex Cultural Diversity Project on cultural 
festivals, heritage trails, films and temporary exhibitions. During this period we 
have seen growing audiences for discovering the unique and surprising links 
between Museum, Thetford area and north-west India.” 
 

 
Unveiling of statue of Maharajah Duleep Singh  
in Thetford in 1999 by Prince Charles 
 
 The project will also let us share new interests and research in the family 
including LGBTQ+ history, decolonisation, women's rights and global 
connections. We also want to update interpretation of Thetford's other stories 
to include research findings about early human occupation, Viking activity, 
Tudor history, 19th and 20th century, and representation of more recent 
migrations. 
 
We plan to continue sharing plans with audiences and involve people in 
developing content, including long-established partners in the British Punjabi 
community, the museum's Teenage History Club and Essex Cultural Diversity 
Project. Work with young people to help employability and sustain the work of 
the NMS Kick the Dust project. We are planning to design and install a new 
exhibit in each room at the Ancient House to give a walk -through of Duleep 
Singh history from Punjab to East Anglia. For example, one of the exhibits will 



be a touchscreen interactive created with the Sikh Museum Initiative to 
explore key heritage items such as the Koh-i-Noor diamond, once owned by 
the boy-king. Another important exhibit will be the long-term loan and display 
of the portrait of Maharajah Duleep Singh by George Beechey. We also intend 
to create new digital content using a digital delivery system to give a 
personalised tour of the museum displays, with new audio, imagery and video. 
We will write new, updated content for all the museum's graphic panels 
incorporating new research, imagery and interests. Another important aspect 
will be the delivery of a learning programme for schools, groups, adults and 
family audiences focussing on 2024, the 100th anniversary of the museum. In 
addition we plan to evaluate the process and the desired outcomes. 
 
If it finds approval, we would like to submit the project enquiry form to the 
NLHF in July 2022. 
 
 
4 Learning with Adults, Children and Young People 
 
4.1 workshops for schools. 
Learning Officer, Melissa Hawker has worked closely with local teachers to 
develop new workshops and history units. This has included developing a new 
History Unit for Year 3s at Bishop’s Academy focusing on India, Empire and 
Maharajah Duleep Singh, a programme of digital and on-site workshops 
exploring local geography for Year 1s at Drake School, and work in 
partnership with Thetford Town Council’s Guildhall project to support learning 
about Dr Minns, first Black mayor in Britain, and Princess Sophia Duleep 
Singh. 
 

 
 
One teacher from Raleigh Academy commented: 
“I just wanted to email to say a big thank you for organising such a wonderful 
trip for our children today. The children had a wonderful time, and were so 
engaged by all the activities - they were non-stop talking about it for the whole 
walk home. This was our first official school trip, and it will certainly be 



memorable for them all. Please pass on our thanks to your colleagues who 
made the day so special for us. We look forward to working with you again in 
the future!“ 
 

 
 
Learning Officer, Melissa Hawker is working with the History Lead at Norwich 
Road Academy to support them to interpret their school archive of images and 
log books. This included an image of the Norwich Road Choir Boys Choir 
which Melissa was able to date using the Newspaper Archive.  
This is the report from Bury Free Press on Saturday 1 January 1938: 
‘SCHOOL BROADCAST.—We understand from Mr. J. H. Lee, the 
headmaster of the Thetford Boys’ Council School, that the School Choir will 
be broadcasting from London Region il during the children’s hour at 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 18th, when they will sing two groups of songs entitled, “The 
Coasts of High Barbary,” “As I walked thro’ the meadow/’ “‘The Traction 
Engine,” “Devon, O Devon,” “Coming Spring” and “The Milk Cart Pony.” This 
is a great distinction for Mr. Lee and his school choir, but yet another honour 
has been conferred on the Thetford Boys’ School, for one of the scholars, a 
member the choir, Master Robert Regent, is also to broadcast two solos, “A 
Brown Bird Singing” and “Little Boy Blue.” We believe that Robert Regent will 
probably the first schoolboy in East Anglia to broadcast solos. Regent is one 
of Mr. Lee’s solo boys at St. Cuthbert’s Church and on Sunday next, January 
9th, he will be singing Mendelssohn’s “O for the wings of a Dove 
 
 
5 Events and activities 
5.1 Social media  
The Ancient House Museum accounts continue to grow. 
 
The Museum’s Twitter page may be seen here: 
https://twitter.com/AncientHouseMus 
The Museum’s Facebook page may be seen here 
https://www.facebook.com/AncientHouseMuseum/ 

https://twitter.com/AncientHouseMus
https://www.facebook.com/AncientHouseMuseum/


 
 
5.2 Half term event 
 

 
Museum freelance educators at Ancient House for the May Half  
Term Commonwealth War Graves commission partnership event 
 
Over May half term Ancient House worked with the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission to offer a family friendly event focused on the war 
experiences of those men commemorated with Commonwealth War Graves 
at Thetford Cemetery. The event was well attended by over 50 visitors. 
 
5.3  Afternoon Talks Return as Hybrid Events 
 

 
Dan Morgan, speaker at the museum’s afternoon talk in May.  Dan spoke about toy theatres.  



 
After a pause due to Covid-19, Ancient House’s afternoon talks programme 
returned in April, to a socially distanced audience in the Tudor Hall and an 
online audience via Zoom. During the pandemic, Ancient House has built up 
an online audience for events including some care homes so all the talks will 
be presented in the museum and simultaneously live streamed via Zoom 
webinar. The talks programme is supported by Friends of Ancient House. This 
model of delivery enables us to reach a wider geographic audience and also 
cater for those who are unable to visit the museum in person due to health 
concerns. 
The programme is: 
Tuesday 14 June - Women and Community in Fifteenth-century Norfolk - 
Elaine Rushin 
Tuesday 12 July - Life in the Roman Army – Nigel Amies 
Tuesday 13 September - Picturing the Past: Representation of the past in art - 
Dan Morgan 
Tuesday 11 October - Icenia: Land of the Horse? – Keith Robinson 
Tuesday 8 November - Medieval Pilgrim Souvenirs – Oliver Bone 
Tuesday 13 December - Christmas Through the Ages – Melissa Hawker 
 
5.4 Teenage History Club and History Club 
 

 
Members of the Ancient House’s after-school History Club at the museum 
 
Ancient House have supported local children to achieve The Platinum Jubilee 
Norfolk Challenge Awards. These awards have been developed in tribute to 
the late Duke of Edinburgh, whose own Award scheme has been so influential 
on the lives of generations of young people and recognise children and young 
people’s contribution to the Norfolk community as part of the Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations and beyond. The Ancient House History Club completed the 
award over the last half term and their progress was featured in the Norfolk 
Platinum Jubilee newsletter (https://mailchi.mp/platinumjubileenorfolk/schools-
scouts-and-brownies). Ancient House also supported all pupils at Drake 
Academy to complete the Challenge Award. Ancient House will continue to 
offer the award to school groups, community groups and the general public for 
the rest of 2022. The Teenage History Club is assisting with the curation of 
the Vikings exhibition opening in July.  They have a particular focus on the 
Viking burial from Santon, near Thetford. 

https://mailchi.mp/platinumjubileenorfolk/schools-scouts-and-brownies
https://mailchi.mp/platinumjubileenorfolk/schools-scouts-and-brownies


6 Other Museum Developments 
6.1 Volunteers 
Volunteering at the museum is planned to return soon.  An initial project for 
the collections volunteers will be the scanning and documentation of the 
recently acquired postcard collection.  This will be working at first with 
Assistant Curator (Lynn Museum), Dayna Woolbright. 
 
6.2 Textile groups 
Members of the Museum’s Knit and Knatter groups are currently supporting 
the museum’s exhibition programme. 
 
6.3  Friends of the Museum 
The Friends of the Museum continue to support the Museum through 
fundraising and promoting the Museum in the town.  
 
6.4  Teaching Museum Trainee Scheme 
The Ancient House has continued to host a paid traineeship, provided through 
the NMS Teaching Museum programme.  The traineeship is funded through 
the NMS Arts Council England National Portfolio Organisation 2018-2023 
Business Plan. The Ancient House is hosting a traineeship again and our new 
trainee is Katie Crowson, who has settled in well.  Katie has been involved in 
plans for the forthcoming Vikings exhibition and research about Maharajah 
Duleep Singh and family. 
 
6.5 Media coverage 
The Ancient House continues to feature on Radio Norfolk and with a regular 
slot in the monthly About Thetford magazine. 
 
6.6 Research project about Maharajah Duleep Singh 
The Ancient House team is working in partnership with Dr Priya Atwal from 
Oxford University as part of the Torch Knowledge Exchange programme from 
the history faculty. Priya will be working with us to research the religious 
identity of Duleep Singh.  Funding is available for a summer event on 2 July 2 
to share the results of the research. 
 
 
7 Visitor Numbers   
 
7.1 Up to date visitor figures will be circulated at the meeting. 

 
 

8 Recommendations: 
 
That the Area Museums Committee notes the report 
 
Originator of report: 
Oliver Bone Curator Ancient House Museum of Thetford Life Tel: 01842 752599  
e-mail: oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk  

mailto:oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk
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